Open During Construction
by Barbara Ettinger
The sign over the door of the UConn Health Services Clinic caught my eye as we walked and prayed with students on campus.  Since we were prayer walking as part of IVCF's 40 Days of Prayer , the irony of the spiritual double meaning did not escape me!
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Amidst the sounds of hammers and power tools, the "Open During Construction" banner on the Clinic reassured ailing potential patients that help was still available.  It also leapt out as a metaphor for what a Christian community might say about itself to the campus around us.  Just as the clinic still welcomed those who sought healing even though the building was under construction, so also does a Christian community welcome seekers even though Christians continually undergo spiritual reconstruction.

As college students reach out with the gospel to their classmates, they sometimes wrestle with their own sense of not yet having it all together.  They want to "wait until they are more mature" or "no longer struggling with their own doubts" before they invite others to consider Jesus.  

But that is not what God has called us to do.  Indeed, by the power of God at work in our midst, we are spiritual centers of healing that must remain open during the construction work God is doing in our own lives.  We welcome all who seek Jesus' transforming presence, even as we ourselves are being transformed into his likeness day by day. 

“We carry this precious Message around in the unadorned clay pots of our ordinary lives. That’s to prevent anyone from confusing God’s incomparable power with us.” 

2 Cor 4:7 THE MESSAGE
 
Visit InterVarsity’s website to learn more about our Core Values.
  
Campus Highlights
FROM THREE OF MY NINE CAMPUSES
by Barbara Ettinger
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Twenty one students from Wesleyan University (Middletown, CT) went to hear Ravi Zacharius at nearby First Church of Christ in Wethersfield.  His topic was “Is Christianity Still Relevant?”  I attended right along with WesCF on both Saturday and Sunday nights, giving rides and debriefing with students to and from campus.  Volunteers helped transport the students--and one volunteer driver even got to share his testimony on the drive over as a student seeker rode next to him in the front seat!  

 This month, Smith College (Northampton, MA) Christian Fellowship launched missional small groups in their house system all across campus.  In addition, a seeker Bible study is forming among athletes on the crew team.  I am working with campus staff member Crystal Fryer as she makes the adjustment from being a part time intern to serving as full time staff at Smith.

 During my campus visit to Mount Holyoke College (S. Hadley, MA) last week, I enjoyed having dinner with women in the Christian Fellowship from as far away as Romania, Jamaica, and Ghana and as close to home as New Jersey and Connecticut.  Our Bible study that night focused on  experiencing God’s peace in the midst of the competitive academic pressure at MHC.

Thank you for being part of what God is doing on campus through your prayers and financial support!  Learn more about InterVarsity at www.intervarsity.org.

 Jesus said, “I am sending you to them to open their eyes and turn them from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so [image: image3.jpg]


that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among those who are sanctified by faith in me."  Acts 26:17-18
 THANKS FOR PRAYING!

*Your prayers for Student Leadership Summit in August were answered with power!  Student leaders left inspired, encouraged, and transformed to start the school year in the power of the Holy Spirit

 *I felt your prayers as I led inductive Bible study at Summit in John 18 to 21. God's word came alive in new ways for me and for the students studying with me.

 

*Your prayers for new student outreach have been answered in significant ways!  Just two highlights: 20+ frosh at Wesleyan have flocked to WesCF, and the fellowship at UHartford doubled in size each of its first three weeks.
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 ANNUAL FINANCIAL PARTNERSHIPS

A special thank you to those who have decided to make annual commitments to InterVarsity’s ministry here in southern New England.
 I am looking for new partners to make annual commitments at all levels.
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 PLEASE PRAY
 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes.” Rom 1:16
 Won’t you join with us in prayer and praise for this amazing work of God in the midst of a generation in need?

 *Pray for students from fraternities and sororities across the Northeast who will attend IV’s Greek Conference October 22-24!  “Greek”  students from UConn and many other New England schools will learn how to lead GiGs (Groups Investigating God) in their houses.

 *Pray as students from across Connecticut and Rhode Island attend Fall Conference, Oct 29-31, on the theme of The Prodigal Son, “Re:Turning, Discovering the Hospitality of God.”  I have students attending from all four of my Connecticut campuses! (Connecticut College, UConn, UHartford, and Wesleyan)

 *Pray for the planting work at UConn, where a strong missional core group is forming and students are learning how to share their faith on campus.

 *Pray for  IV fellowships at Amherst College and Williams College as they each work together in the midst of rich denominational, social, and cultural diversity.

 October 20, 2010
 Thank you for your prayers and contributions that make this work possible.

Barbara Ettinger
 Barbara Ettinger is the InterVarsity Area Director in western Massachusetts and central Connecticut, serving campus communities at the following schools:  Amherst College, College of the Holy Cross, Mount Holyoke College, Smith College, University of Massachusetts, Williams College, University of Connecticut, Connecticut College, Wesleyan University, University of Hartford.

 We appreciate your partnership in the gospel!  To donate: 
IVCF Donation Services, P.O. Box 7895, Madison, WI 53707 (Ettinger/Central CT in memo line, please)  
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